that, "I can say with more certainty than ever that we are in a very, very different kind of world than we were. I think Seattle has really crystallized a lot of forces, emotions, tensions and creative evolutions that have been in the air for the last 50 years." where the debate will increasingly be joined.
In the first section of this paper we set the context for probing the aftermyth of Seattle, then in the second section we describe the available Canadian data sets on public opinion that have been collected over the past two decades. The third section reports on trends in opinion in terms of the underlying interests and values of Canadians, and the last section offers some conclusions about the data and the implications for Canadian engagement in global governance. 
The Context

Method and Data of this Project
Our main objective in this paper is to investigate whether "Seattle" had any roots in or effect on mass opinion in and Decima, 1980 and Decima, -1996 . These data were used largely to track opinion evolution, as Attitudes are more mutable than values, but tend to be fairly well-formed views that can be used to assess new issues.
Belief in a strong welfare state, for example, is an attitude that can be used to interpret new issues as they arise.
Values and attitudes structure opinion.
When 
Volatility and Ambivalence
We have argued that opinion about liberalized trade and globalization more generally are driven by values and attitudes having little to do with trade per se.
One of our crucial arguments, therefore, is that at the moment, opinion about trade is not really about trade, but other concerns and preoccupations. We arrived at • 74% of Americans said they believed countries should be allowed to restrict imports from other countries if they believe that those goods were produced in ways damaging to the environment -a response that could be interpreted as "protectionist" and one that suggests that Americans believe their own government should be able to unilaterally set their own environmental standards.
• Yet the same survey also found that only 
Conclusion
We asked three questions at the outset: 14 Post-Seattle polls in the United States, such as the Harris poll reported in Business Week (April 24, 2000) , do not report on the evolution of opinion over time. 15 Ekos Research, 1999 , 2000 Goldfarb, 1999; Angus Reid, 1998 , 1999 
Appendix: Additional Questions
1)
Have you heard, seen or read anything about the talks between Canada and other countries for a proposed international agreement on investment called the "Multilateral Agreement on Investment," or MAI? (Angus Reid, January 1998).
Yes, 26% No, 74%
2) Would you say that you are very aware, somewhat aware, not very aware or not at all aware of the recent World Trade Organization meetings held in Seattle, Washington? (Angus Reid, December 1999).
Yes, 63% No, 37%
3) Do you think Canada exports more than it imports, or imports more than it exports? (Ekos,
March 1999).
Export, 38% Import, 47% Don't Know, 15%
4)
Over the past 10 years, do you think international trade has become less important or more important in terms of its contribution to the Canadian economy? (Ekos 1999 Agree, 50% Disagree, 39% Don't Know, 11%
13) As you may know, Canada, the US, and Mexico have entered into a three-way free trade agreement. Generally speaking do you support or oppose this agreement? (Goldfarb, 1999) .
18-34 yrs old, 79% support; 35-54, 72% suppor t; 55 and over, 69% suppor t
